While some think of managed care as a recent phenomenon, the first group practice in the United States began in 1887 at the Mayo Clinic [1] . The Kaiser System, started for shipyard employees in California, dates to 1933 and went public in 1947. But even those examples are relatively modern. Efforts to organize health care delivery actually go back to the beginning of recorded history. In the twentyfirst century, B.C., the Babylonians had a managed care system under the code of Hammurabi. It included such elements as a specifically defined rate schedule with a sliding scale based on ability to pay; universal health care coverage for all the population in Babylon; a requirement that owners or employers were responsible for the health care of their slaves or employees; objective outcome measures to assess quality of care; and patient rights that were publically communicated to the entire population. It was, however, a three-tiered system, with distinctions and fee structures based on social standing. Outcome records were inscribed in clay tablets, and physicians were held accountable for the quality of their work. For example, one law stated that: "If a doctor is treating a man with a metal knife for a severe wound and has caused the man to die, or has opened a man's tumor with a metal knife and destroyed the man's eye, his hands shall be cut off' [2] .
ORGANIZED HEALTH [1] .
In the 1930s the AMA accredited educational institutions, promoted public health, published scientific journals, educated the public about its health, exposed quackery -the kinds of things it does today [3] . But it was uninterested in issues of access to care except for the tradition of physicians' giving away free care to people in need, which was established in 1847 and still applies [4] . The When Fishbein saw the paper, he noted that there were many leaders, many friends, and many very influential physicians among the 430, and he was bothered by it. Fishbein referred to it as the "American Foundation Report." According to Fishbein, the report created panic in some parts of medical profession at a time when many other problems were going on, including William Randolph Hearst's support of a major antivivisection campaign in California [12] . In Fishbein's 1937 response, he incorporated the instructions of the AMA Board of Trustees, noting it was very unusual for him to obtain board approval on an editorial. Fishbein also lobbied the board to urge for development of a comprehensive system of medical care which would be adapted to the American way of living. But the committee was not satisfied. Opponents in the AMA tried to create the American Medical Student Association to establish an additional powerbase. In a countering move, the JAMA created a special section for medical students, which still exists today.
In February of 1938, a group that included John Peters and other distinguished leaders met with the Board of Trustees of the AMA and expressed dissat-isfaction with the AMA and the JAMA. Fishbein describes ensuing chaos, one result of which was the creation of a public relations office at the AMA to issue all comments regarding economic and social issues. Prior to that time press relations had consisted of a weekly meeting between Fishbein and Howard Blakeslee, who was the first medical writer for the Associated Press [12] . So, in a sense, the public relations office is one of John Peters' legacies.
Fortune magazine in November of 1938 reported that the JAMA "excommunicated" the "rebel" committee of physicians from decent medical societies and that its membership fell off [13] . 
